SEPTEMBER 


at the 


CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


SEPTEMBER MEETING 


Date: Wednesday, September 13, 8:15 p.m. 
Place: Morrison Auditorium 

Speaker: Dr. Daniel Hillel 

Subject: "MAKING THE DESERT BLOOM" 


Dr. Hillel, Soil Physicist in the Agricultural 
Research Service of the Government of Israel, 
is currently a Visiting Research Fellow, Depart- 
ment of Soils, at the University of California at 
Berkeley. For eight years, his research in des- 
ert reclamation has taken him to the Australian, 
American and Indian desert regions. His profes- 
sional interest in the Negev Desert (which occu- 
pies some 5,000 square miles of Israel's total 
8,000) has led him to capture vividly with his 
camera not only many of the extreme problems 
of irrigation and the collection of run-off waters, 
but also much Israeli archaeological history. 

His topical account will be illustrated with 
35mm color slides. 

The September lecture at the Academy is 
made possible by the Walter B,. Scaife Foundation. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 

"MAN AND THE STARS" begins September 6 and 
will be presented through October 1. Over the centu- 
ries, man has had to keep changing his concepts of 
the universe. Planetarium astronomers present a ka- 
leidoscopic history of man and the stars through the 
ages, down to the elaborate universe now known to 
modern science. Admission: Adults, 75¢, Juniors, 40¢. 
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SPECIAL EXHIBITS 

"THE WORLD BENEATH THE SEA", unusual under- 
water color photos, and "BIRDS OF HAWAII", striking 
black and white photos, continue in Lovell White Hall 
through September.. 

"WILDFLOWERS OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA", 
watercolors by Mrs. Ruth Moranda of Ferndale, Cali- 
fornia, will be exhibited in Eastwood Hall of Botany 
through November. 

Admission to these exhibits is free. 


“SCIENCE IN ACTION" 
Monday nights, 7:00 p.m., KRON-TV, Channel 4 
Sept 11; "OPTICAL ILLUSIONS", with Guest Scientist Harvey E. 
White, Director, Lawrence Hall of Science, University 
of California 


Sept 18: "PRESSURES AND TENSIONS", with Ray Rosenman, M.D., 
and Meyer Friedman, M.D., Harold Brunn Institute, Mt. 
Zion Hospital 

Sept 25: "INFORMATION RETRIEVAL", with Norman Vogel, Inter- 


national Business Machines, San Jose 


NEWS and NOTES oo 6.00) bes cy tee 


Two distinguished visitors to the Academy's 
Department of Entomology have been Dr. Lewis 
J. Stannard and Dr. Edward C. Becker. Dr. Stan- 
nard, Illinois Natural History Survey at Urbana, 
whose special field of study is Thysanoptera 
(thrips), came to examine the valuable Moulton 
collection now owned by the Academy. Dr. Becker, 
of the Entomological Research Institute, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Ottawa, Canada, was pur- 
suing his general studies of Elateridae (click 
beetles and wire worms). He considers the Acad- 
emy's collection of Elateridae one of the finest 
in the United States. 


Huen Bernard, one of the 
most popular lecturers in Morrison Planetarium, 
has been appointed press liaison officer for the 
maiden voyage of P & O Lines’ S.S,. Canberra 
to New Zealand and Australia. Mr. Bernard will 
be gone from the planetarium console for a total 
of seven weeks. ‘ 


Early days in Golden Gate Park 
is the subject of an exhibit now on display in the 
Mailliard Library. The focal point of the exhibit 
is a replica of one of the first permits issued 
allowing an automobile into the Park, The original 
permit, for use on a steam-propelled machine 
and issued to H.C. Tilden in 1901, is on loan to 
the Academy from his son, Mr. Calvin Tilden. 


Dr. Edward L. Kessel, Associate Curator 
in the Department of Entomology and Chairman 
of the Biology Department, University of San 
Francisco, has been the recipient of a National 
Science Foundation grant in the amount of $14,000. 
The grant will enable him to pursue a two-year 
research program on Platypezidae (See NEWS- 
LETTER, August, 1961, Meet the Staff). Dr. Kes- 
sel's grant will finance expeditions throughout 


_ California, Arizona, New Mexico, Alaska, the 


western regions of Canada, and the Pacific North- 
west. 


The Department of Astronomy announces 
registration for two separate courses in instruc- 
tion beginning Tuesday evening, September 12, at 
7:30) pam. < (1): PORULAR ASTRONOMY. A. 13- 
week course in elementary astronomy for which 
no previous knowledge of astronomy is required. 
Tuesday evenings, 7:30 to 9:30, extending through 
December 5. Mee: $15.00... (2) ADVANCED 
ASTRONOMY FOR THE LAYMAN. A 13-week 


course for those with some previous knowledge 
of astronomy. Tuesday evenings, 7:30 to 9:30, 
extending through December 5. Registration fee: 
$15.00. Enrollment for these courses may be 
made at the first three meetings. 


The Academy's 
Nominating Committee, consisting of Mrs. Joseph 
Fennelly, Mr. Daniel E. Koshland, Dr. A. Starker 
Leopold, Mr. Charles Page, and Mr. T.S. Peter- 
sen, Chairman, submits the following nominations 
for membership on the Board of Trustees: Mr, 
stephen D, Bechtel, Jr. Mr. Eugene D, Bennet, 
Mr. George Stimmel, Dr. Siemon W,. Muller and 
Mr. Alan Galloway. 

The Committee notes with deep regret 
that Colonel George Stimmel, Treasurer of the 
Academy who had been nominated to succeed 
himself, passed away on August 5. This leaves 
a vacancy on the Board which will be filled at 
a later date. 


Visitors to the Department of Bot- 
any were Dr. Harold N. Moldenke, Director of 
the Trailside Museum, Watchung Reservation, at 
Mountainside, New Jersey,-and Miss Marie-Helene 
Sachet, author of the soon-to-be-published flora 
of Clipperton Island to appear in the Academy 
Proceedings. 


W. I, Follett, Curator of Fishes, in 
company with Mrs, Follett, spent approximately 
three weeks during July in Plumas County in an 
attempt to determine the altitudinal limits that 
certain species attain in ascending various trib- 
utaries in the watershed of the North Fork and 
Middle Fork of the Feather River. Mr. Follett 
returned with a substantial group of specimens 
to be added to the Academy collection, plus sig- 
nificant information on the ecology of these na- 
tive fishes. 


Four members of the Television De- 
partment made a brief trip to Honolulu during 
the latter part of August to arrange television 
coverage of the Tenth Pacific Science Congress. 
In 1960, the Academy was designated by the Pa- 
cific Science Board to coordinate television ac- 
tivities for this notable event. 

Those who made the trip were Benjamin 
Draper, Allan Kohlwes, Marjorie Hunt and Ken- 


neth LaMott. 
Continued on back page 


Meet the Staff News and Notes (Continued) | 


MISCELLANEA: The Department of 
Exhibits prepared a special display about the | 
Academy and its activities for showing at the 
annual meeting of the International Astronomical | 
| Union held at the University of California.... | 
| O. Richard Norton presented a paper on the col- | 
lection of meteoric specimens around Meteorite 
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Crater in Arizona at the Conference of Western / 
Amateur Astronomers at Long Beach........ 
Astronomy Section "Star Party'’, September 9, 

6:00 p.m., Rock Springs, Mt. Tamalpais. 


NEW MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMY 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 
Won, Alpert. C. Daniels Mr. Thomas Hunter Hood 
| Mrs. Lewis T. Dobbins Mr. John E. Maher, Jr. 
Miss Nova Leah Erskine Mrs. Marian Mansfield 


| Dr. Grant Fletcher Mr. Breck P, McAllister 
eT GSN, Bae OGi Ais Cunevar 104) Bae menRE | Mr. Nathan Friedman Mr. Laurence K, McCarty 
ment of Invertebrate Zoology, attended a series of | . " soa 
Chautauqua assembly lectures when a teen-ager and Dr. Myrnie A. Gifford Mrs, William D, McDonald | 
feels confident it was a major influence in his life. _ Mr. Robert W. Haynes Miss Henrietta Robinson | 
The speaker was Josiah Keep, a conchologist of note, ORI siA ACAD; 
and a professor of zoology at Mills College. Mr. Keep | At Ly 
sensed Allyn's above-average interest in natural sci- | FAMILY MEMBERSHIP ce Ff 
ence and singled him out for special attention. Since Mr. Erwin D. Fitch Mr. E. P. Halley, Jr. AUG29 1961 
that early period, Allyn has devoted most of his spare ; | 
time from his regular vocation to the collection, re- |  lauoandnianatapetrisans oe cht iba unt Fs, a> 
search and writing about things malacological. His ENCES Ts) 


first association with the Academy was in 1939 when | 
he became a Research Associate in Malacology. CONTRIBUTING MEMBERSHIP 
He received his B.S. degree in electrical en- | Mr. Raymond McCoy 
gineering from the University of California at Berkeley. , 
Subsequently, he went to work for Pacific Telephone 
where he remained for 32 years. He retired from his SUBSCRIBING MEMBERSHIP 
position as Personnel Administration Supervisor on TNT ARI v igkee gee ce | eae a re} 
December 31, 1957. Mas. pidney, etn 
On January 1, 1958, he joined the regular staff 
of the Academy as Research Malacologist, and in May 
of that year, was appointed Executive Assistant to the STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Director. When the Department of Invertebrate Zoology Charles Brickley Steven Leonard 
was reactivated in July 1960, Allyn was able to return : 
to the research he loves so much. ae 
Since his retirement from business, he, with . 
his wife Katharine, has travelled extensively: Spain, | 
Morocco, Northern Canada, Greece, Hawaii, Japan and 
the British West Indies. The Smiths celebrated their 
40th wedding anniversary this year. a INE Bt 
Though he has published widely, he considers 
his magnum opus a section on chitons, or sea cradles, | 
in the "Treatise on Invertebrate Paleontology", a re- | 
cent Geological Society of America publication. 
Currently, Mr. Smith is incorporating his life- | THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
long collection of shells into that of the Academy and | GOLDEN GATE PARK 
is also working on various other projects including the SAN FRANCISCO 18 
land snails of Baja, California. 
Though he enjoys gardening, he is that one un- 
usual gardener who is more interested in the snails. 
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